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some of the most tragic events, both political and religious, of 
modern times. The purpose of this present book is not to give 
us the history of Holland and Belgium, but rather the more 
notable historical tales which concern these countries. The 
greater part of the book deals with the reigns of Charles V, and 
Philip II, who is continually called a merciless bigot and the 
instigator of a Gehenna of awful torment and terror. The work 
is largely religious propaganda, and among its many defects 
is the absence of any treatment of the English Pilgrims during 
their exile around Ley den. The work is advertised as written 
with the greatest skill, with sound knowledge and with fire and 
enthusiasm. Even boys and girls, we are told, as well as men 
and women, will be spellbound at its reading. The book is 
especially recommended for Sunday School teachers and pupils, 
and the children are promised the greatest inspiration in its 
perusal. If modern historical science had made no progress 
since the pioneer days of Gachard, and if Pirenne had never 
written his perfectly balanced Histoire de la BSlgique, Mr. Morris 
might be able to make us believe that all his enthusiasms, which 
are mostly unsympathetic to the religion of the whole of the Belgian 
people and a large part of the population of Holland, were founded 
on fact. Fortunately, those who wish to know the real story of the 
reign of Philip II have books at hand which will give them more 
accurate knowledge of the times. Mr. Morris continues the 
legend of Stanley's treason; he has nothing but praise for Philip 
Sydney and Leicester; and his chapter on the Armada is as little 
historical as if he had never seen the documents for this period. 
The book is exactly what it pretends to be, an historical tale, and 
will be no help to the student who would look into it for the 
background of the story of the Pilgrim Fathers or of the early 
history of New York. The work has no index. 



Theodore Roosevelt: The Logic of His Career. By Charles G. 
Washburn. Illustrated. New York and Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1916. Pp. 245. 

Some observers of political affairs after the recent State and 
congressional elections gave public expression to the prophecy 
that June, 1916, would find Theodore Roosevelt without a party 
or a following. There is fragmentary evidence, however, that 
the Progressive party has not entirely ceased to exist and abun- 
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dant proof that the distinguished Colonel is one of the there 
central figures in American politics. He continues to write 
about many subjects, the personal one included; and he, his 
friends and those who do not permit of this classification, are 
assured of interested and numerous readers for what they may 
write about him. Theodore Roosevelt is a talking and much 
talked of gentleman. 

The book is an interesting and "intimate biography by a 
friend of forty years" and a class-mate at Harvard. Although the 
biographer does not agree with Mr. Roosevelt on many of his 
political theories and found "parting company (1912) with him 
deeply painful," it is his conclusion that "Roosevelt has never 
been a politican; that his opinions, regarded by many as radical 
and by some as even revolutionary, were carefully considered 
for many years before they found expression; and that in the 
campaigns of 1912 he was seeking to advance a cause and not 
any personal ambition; . . . incidentally, that Roosevelt is, 
and has always been, a person of great simplicity of character, of 
the highest ideals, and with a wider range of genuine human 
sympathies than any other man who ever occupied the Presiden- 
tial office." The author makes no attempt at a history or even 
"a finished sketch of his life," and the reader may notice with 
regret that some incidents have been either entirely omitted or 
summarily treated. The contents include in outline the eventful 
activities of the ex-President from his graduation to the campaigns 
of 1912, and conclude with a chapter on his personal character- 
istics. Roosevelt's Carnegie Hall address, The Right of the 
People to Rule, is reprinted in the Appendix. 

Mr. Washburn has drawn many hitherto unpublished cita- 
tions from his personal correspondence with Mr. Roosevelt, and 
he materially strengthens his contention "that his (Roosevelt's) 
opinions were carefully considered for many years before they 
found expression." The justification for this conclusion he finds 
in a comparison of views expressed in messages to Congress and 
elsewhere. A decision in the New York Court of Appeals in 1885 
declaring unconstitutional an act of the legislature prohibiting 
the manufacture of cigars in tenement houses first aroused 
Roosevelt's wrath "against that kind of judicial mind which is 
blind to changed social conditions and which was disposed to 
limit the area of 'police power' as to make it impossible for the 
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correction of such abuses," a remedy for which he sought during 
many years and finally believed he had found in the limited 
application of the doctrine of the recall of judicial decisions, 
advocated in his Columbus speech of 1912. Reference might here 
be made to the so-called Vatican incident. Mr. Washburn says: 
"Roosevelt has been advised and urged not to go to Rome and 
thus to avoid trouble. He said that he would not invite trouble 
but would not go a hand's breadth out of his way to avoid trouble 
when he knew that he was in the right." It is true that much 
was made of the unfortunate incident that was not warranted 
by the facts. It may be questioned, however, whether in this 
particular instance he was justified in knowing "that he was in 
the right." Mr. Roosevelt might well have shown the Pope 
the courtesy and respect which he himself so energetically 
demanded from others. 



Life of Rev. Charles Nerinckx. By W. J. Howlett. Mission Press, 
S.V.D. Techney, 111. 1915. Pp.434. 

This new biography of Father Nerinckx has three ends in 
view. By means of hitherto unused documents it seeks to 
present his life more completely and more accurately. It would 
clear his character from the frequent charges made against him, 
and to some degree the author's underlying thesis is that Nerinckx 
was a saint. These purposes are pursued through thirty-three 
chapters of interesting and well-connected narrative. 

The measure of success attained by the writer in these en- 
deavors is open to criticism. Father Howlett's work marks an 
advance, possibly, on those of Maes, Spalding, and others who 
have touched the subject but the book does not come with the 
finality of a last word. Unless we err, the archives of Baltimore 
might be made to yield additional material which should not be 
neglected. Again, the vindication of Nerinckx in the matter of 
rigorism, of his relations with some of his co-workers, and of the 
other disputed points, is not such as to silence controversy. To 
call attention to these facts is not to disparage the work. The 
author's championship of the saintly missionary awakens a 



